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M Abstract

Fostering Community in Urban Central
Areas through Disaster Preparedness
Initiatives

Akira Hayakawa

Tsutomu Kumakura

In urban centers, where population, traffic, and
infrastructure are highly concentrated, disasters
tend to become more complex and affect a wider
area. For this reason, it is essential to foster
disaster preparedness awareness in everyday
life and establish systems that enable rapid
information sharing and coordinated action in the
event of a disaster. While local communities that
support mutual aid are particularly important,
they face the challenge of weak social ties that
hinder their effectiveness. Against this backdrop,
area management initiatives are gaining attention

as a key driver for fostering relationships
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among people through disaster preparedness.
It connects spaces, people, and information to
create opportunities for relationship-building.
Furthermore, virtual communities such as
social media excel at information sharing and
establish a complementary relationship with
local communities. By combining these two
approaches, a phase-free mutual aid framework
is established that bridges the gap between
normal times and times of disaster. This paper
examines case studies regarding the utilization
of local and virtual communities and institutional
trends, demonstrating the need to view disaster
preparedness and community building within
a common framework. By maintaining daily
interactions and collaborative structures in a
state where they can be used even in times of
disaster, it becomes possible to realize effective

mutual aid even in urban central areas.



